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Introduction
 This is the fi rst year the new specifi cation for Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies has been assessed; 
it has introduced new topics and new assessment objectives. The specifi cation is a very popular 
course as teachers and schools recognise the benefi ts of an examinable course that both interests 
and educates young people. The variety of choice within the new specifi cation allows teachers to 
teach the course that most suits their students. Unit 2 (5RS02) has replaced Unit B (5563/64) as 
the unit which covers both Christianity. 

Teachers and candidates should note these general points in order to improve candidate’s 
achievement in future years:

There is a choice of two questions per section, each contains four sub questions - (a), (b), (c), 
(d). Candidates can either attempt all the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers) or 
all the sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose questions 
from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not be able to receive full marks for all their 
responses.

Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by crossing in a box at the 
top of the paper, some candidates did not do this and they should be reminded to do this as part 
of examination preparation.

The number of lines given in the answer spaces are more than adequate for candidates to 
achieve maximum marks; there is no need for candidates to write more than this. If candidates 
write more than can be inserted into the allocated linage they may be using up too much time on 
that particular question and could place themselves at a disadvantage later in the paper. Almost 
all the candidates who used extra paper had already achieved maximum marks on that question.

There were a number of candidates who did not complete the fi nal section of the examination 
this year due to timing diffi culties. Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty 
minutes per question leaving ten minutes to check through work at the end of the examination. 
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  Question 1(a) 
 The vast majority of candidates gained full marks for this question.  There were some candidates 
who did not gain any marks either because they left the space blank or they defi ned an 
alternative key word. Candidates need to defi ne 'free will' as a religious/theological word rather 
than just the general ‘to make your own choices’ defi nition. 

 

Examiner Tip

Candidates should learn the specifi cation defi nition 
and use it when required.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a partially correct answer worth 1 mark. It 
is an example of what you would do with free will rather than a 
defi nition of the term.
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      Question 1(b) (c) (d) 
 The candidates who selected this question approached it well.  

In many cases part (b) highlighted the need for candidates to read the question carefully.  Some 
candidates confused design with causation; others answered the question from a knowledge base 
of Paley’s watch but did not give their own opinion or reasons for it. All (b) questions require 
candidates to give TWO reasons for their own opinion. Where candidates gave three or more brief 
reasons only 2 marks could be awarded.

The (c) question was answered well. Good responses included supported opinions giving reasons 
and evidence, and knowledge of why some people may choose not to believe in God as a result of 
unanswered prayers.

In parts (d)(i) and (d)(ii)  the majority of candidates could give a brief reason about free will 
and the right of the child to have a choice, but did not explain why they had this opinion.  Many 
candidates answered this question in the style of the legacy specifi cation (d) question. 
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Examiner Tip

On (d)(ii) questions candidates need to give reasons 
for the opposite view point to their own.

Examiner Comments

In this example for part (b) the candidate talks about creation not design and therefore does not answer 
the question.

In part (c) the candidate provides one reason which is developed. The candidate recognises the purpose of 
prayer, and the consequence of it not being answered.

In (d)(i) two simple reasons are given for the candidate's view that parents should make their children 
believe in God.

Whilst in (d)(ii) a developed reason is provided about why some people may disagree with the candidate's 
point of view.
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     Question 2(a) 
   This question was answered well.  The majority of the students were able to give a correct 
defi nition. 

Examiner Tip

Some candidates gained only 1 mark for a partially correct answer, this was 
because they gave examples of prayer or tried to explain what prayer was but 
did not defi ne the word. It is always advisable to make sure candidates know 
the specifi cation defi nitions.
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   Question 2(b) (c) (d) 
 In the majority of cases candidates answered this question well.  They had obviously spent a lot 
of time studying evil and suffering and were able to use the arguments to their advantage.  The 
specifi cation identifi es the religious experiences that should be studied and there was evidence 
that candidates understood how this would lead to belief in God. 
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Examiner Comments

When marking (b) questions the 'No' was considered to be the candidate's own opinion, and continues 
to be this until the candidate indicates otherwise, Eg. ‘Some other people...’

For part (c) in the specifi cation four examples of religious experience are identifi ed. In this example 
response the candidate gives two examples and explains how they lead to belief in God. The majority 
of candidates who did this question were able to give the examples of conversion, numinous, prayer 
and conversion.  However, in many cases candidates did not then link this to how they lead to belief 
in God.
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     Question 3(a) 
 Most candidates gained full marks on this question, those that did not often confused it with 
another key word. 

 

    

Examiner Comments

This example shows a correct defi nition.

Examiner Comments

Whereas this example shows an incorrect defi nition.
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    Question 3(b) (c) (d) 
 This question produced some excellent answers and it is clear that teachers and students are 
having some lengthy discussions about issues surrounding life and death. These discussions 
are obviously enhanced by the use of media coverage of incidents such as assisted suicide 
and abortion. This kind learning activity should be encouraged as it is of clear benefi t to the 
candidates.  

The mark scheme for (d) was looking for a knowledge of the current law on euthanasia in the 
UK.  However, many candidates thought euthanasia was legal and therefore did not answer the 
question correctly. 



12

Religious Studies 5RS02

 



13

Religious Studies 5RS02

 

Examiner Tip

Candidates need to know the difference between stating their opinion and giving 
reasons for it.

Candidates need to make sure that they refer to Christianity to gain marks overall 
in the (d) question.

Examiner Comments

In this example for (b) the candidate describes what they think in the fi rst paragraph, but does 
not give a reason why they think this. The second paragraph takes the question in another 
direction but gives a valid reason.

In part (c) the candidate gives just one reason - Jesus' resurrection.

In (d)(i) and (d)(ii) the candidate gives a good answer to the fi rst part, but cannot go beyond 
three marks for the whole of (d) as they have not referred to Christianity.
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     Question 4(a) 
 This question presented some challenge for candidates who had not learned the specifi cation 
defi nition and wrote answers which included murder, euthanasia etc. 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a correct answer worth two marks.

Notice how the candidate had crossed out the printed '(b)' and started their answer to (b) 
further down the page - this is advisable if candidates run out of space on the (a) question.
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     Question 4(b) (c) (d) 
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Examiner Comments

In this example the questions are answered in the incorrect order, but these answers are still 
credited.

Clearly indicated changes to the order of responses or where the candidate has written their answers 
does not affect the marking, especially if they have been clearly labelled.

In this example the answer to part (b) gives no correct information. The candidate clearly states that 
the reasons given are those of Christians not their own. The question requires the candidate's own 
opinion with reasons.

For part (c) the candidate has provided two developed reasons and has written coherently thereby 
fulfi lling the QWC descriptor in the mark scheme.

Parts (d)(i) and (d)(ii) both have two developed reasons and there are reasons which refer to 
Christianity.
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       Question 5(a) 
 This question posed some challenges for candidates as only just over half gained two marks. To 
get full marks candidates needed to show knowledge that adultery included sex and marriage. 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This response about sex outside of marriage is partially correct. 
Sex outside of YOUR marriage would have been fully correct. 
This is a small but crucial difference.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a correct defi nition.
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     Question 5(b) (c) (d) 
 This section for some reason caused many candidates to commit a rubric offence.  This is when 
candidates don't follow the instructions on the question paper and answer a mixture of sub-
questions eg 5(b), 6(c), 5(d). If candidates answer a mixture of sub-questions they can only be 
awarded the marks of the whole question they gained the most marks from. 
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Examiner Tip

Candidates may fi nd it useful to cross out the question they are not answering, to 
avoid rubric offences.

Examiner Comments

In this example the response to part (b) is a developed reason, although it does not say 'because' 
the answer still gives a reason.

Here the part (c) response is answering the question 6(c) rather than 5(c). This had to be awarded 
zero marks as the overall mark for question 5 answers gave the candidate overall higher marks.

For both (d)(i) and (d)(ii)  one brief reason is given.



    Question 6(a) 
 This question not answered as well as some of the other key word questions.  New words to the 
specifi cation seemed to cause a diffi culty for many candidates who appeared to not be prepared 
for them. 
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a correct answer.



24

Religious Studies 5RS02

2424

    Question 6(b) (c) (d) 
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Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate gave one developed reason and one brief reason for part (b). Marks are 
awarded for TWO reasons. 

In part (c) there is one developed reason which is coherently written and therefore fulfi ls the QWC 
descriptor.

In (d)(i) the candidate gives two brief reasons. Whilst in (d)(ii) they give one brief reason. The 
candidate repeats the same point and does not develop it or offer a new reason.

Examiner Tip

Candidates need to know Christian attitudes and teachings about issues.  In some 
questions the 'social' or non-religious answers can be credited to level one, but 
candidates should be aware that reference to teachings/attitudes is essential.
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    Question 7(a) 
 This section provided some good answers, but overall candidates seem less prepared for this 
section.  Less than half of candidates answering this question gained full marks. 

 

   

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a partially correct answer.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a correct answer.
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     Question 7(b) (c) (d) 
 This question was more popular than question 8, but many candidates did not complete this 
section, and left blank pages suggesting that they ran out of time on this question. 
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should be encouraged to add to their answers to develop 
them.

Examiner Comments

In this example two brief reasons were given for part (b), however this could also be read as one 
developed reason, in any case the response is worth 2 marks.

In part (c) there is one reason given; coherently written meaning it fulfi ls the QWC descriptor in the mark 
scheme for this level.

In (d)(i) there is no valid reason given, so no marks could be awarded. However, in (d)(ii) one brief reason 
is given gaining one mark.
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    Question 8(a) 
 This question posed some diffi culties for candidates, with less than a third of candidates gaining 
full marks. This word was often confused with other key words from this section and incorrect 
defi nitions were frequently provided. 
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should be familiar with the key words 
and encouraged to use them in lessons, this would 
avoid a confusion of defi nitions.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of an incorrect defi nition which defi nes 
religious freedom.
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     Question 8(b) (c) (d) 
 The question was not done well, in comparison to other questions.  This section overall appears 
to be the weakest section.  This could be because of timing and candidates should be encouraged 
to practice time allocation across the paper. The (d) item appeared to cause problems for some 
as candidates did not seem to understand the term community cohesion. 
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Examiner Tip

Candidate need to plan their time in the examination, they 
have about 20 minutes per question.

Examiner Comments

In this example the answer to part (b) has two developed reasons and is therefore worth 4 
marks.

In (c) no valid Christian reason is given and candidates must refer to Christian teaching and/
or attitudes to gain marks on this question.

In part (d)(i) the candidate does not offer a reason, so is not worth any marks. For (d)(ii) 
there is no response at all, so again it cannot be awarded any marks.
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   Grade Boundries

Grade Max. Mark *A A B C D E F G U

Raw mark boundary 80 67 57 47 38 31 24 18 12 0

Uniform mark scale 
boundary 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0
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